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 Singapore American School   High School Theater Curriculum:  Theater Arts I, II and III 

Standard 1: Develop Basic Acting Skills to Portray Characters Who Interact in Improvised and/or Scripted Scenes  
THEATER ARTS I (46307) THEATER ARTS II (46308) THEATER ARTS III (46309) 

Students will be able to: 
 
TAI.1.1 Identify foundational elements of ‘acting’: Believing, 

Working off others, being truthful in imaginary 
circumstances. 

 
 
TAI.1.2 Develop an appreciation of acting as an ‘opening 

up’ of the self, as an expression that can only grow 
in a climate of mutual respect and mutual trust. 

 
 
TAI.1.3 Develop an appreciation of themselves and others 

as communicators, developing co-operative skills 
while learning to accommodate a variety of 
personalities and ever-changing group dynamics. 

 
TAI.1.4 Develop an appreciation of acting as a dynamic 

sharing of ideas and understanding. 
 
 
 
 
TAI.1.5 Develop and release self-expression, building 

interactive skills through participation in a range of 
theater games.  

 
 
TAI.1.6 Identify the necessary elements of a scenario, 

including character goals, obstacles and conflicts. 
 
TAI.1.7 Define the character’s function and purpose in 

given circumstances. 
 
TAI.1.8 Define the purpose of a character's blocking 

(physical movement on stage).  
 

Students will be able to: 
 
TAII.1.1 Understand how to employ technique        

(psychological, physical and vocal) in developing 
characterizations.  

 
 
TAII.1.2 Develop deeper awareness of their own bodies 

as they explore physical technique –‘effort 
actions’ - to express motivation and emotion. 

 
 
TAII.1.3 Develop group dynamics, deepening their 

awareness of one another and increasing their 
ability to 'tune into' one another, working off 
non-verbal clues through participation in a 
range of challenging silent theater games.  

                                                                                                           
TAII.1.4 Appreciate the importance of becoming a 

trusting ensemble, more inclined to take risks, 
and experiment. 

 
 
TAII.1.5 Build foundations for the character through 

research as regards the historical, cultural and 
social influences impacting the character. 
 

 
TAII.1.6 Explore motivation to uncover the inner life of a 

character (sub-conscious narrative).  
 

TAII.1.7 Examine text for clues revealing the character’s 
needs and objectives pursued.  

 
TAII.1.8 Create character histories in order to deepen 

personal connections with the character, 
engaging their own personalities, histories and 
imagination.   
 

Students will be able to: 
 

TAIII.1.1 Extend techniques of character analysis 
acquired in TAI and II to analyze more rounded 
characters of a full-length play script. 

 
 
TAIII.1.2 Refine their understanding of the dynamics of 

the actor’s craft, relating elements of character 
definition, staging and direction to reveal the 
playwright’s central purpose or message. 

 
TAIII.1.3 Participate in a range of theater games to refine 

physical and vocal skills and enhance group 
dynamics.     

 
 
 
TAIII.1.4 Refine appreciation of working as an ensemble, 

sharing understanding, skills and responsibility 
(transferring the play from the script to the 
stage). 
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 Singapore American School   High School Theater Curriculum:  Theater Arts I, II and III 

THEATER ARTS I (46307) THEATER ARTS II (46308) THEATER ARTS III (46309) 

TAI.1.9 Devise a scenario, creating the circumstances by 
using the actor’s basic tools, the 5Ws (Who am I? 
Where am I? What am I doing? Why am I doing 
this? When am I doing this?)  

  
TAI.1.10 Understand that in order for a scenario to have a 

narrative ‘through-line’, characters must play goals 
and tactics, and not general emotions.   

 
TAI.1.11 Understand that in order to believably portray their 

characters, they must connect with them 
imaginatively and psychologically.  

 
 
 
TAI.1.12 Develop the skill of genuine listening in order to be 

focused, fully available to one another and in the 
moment, appreciating the importance of 
interaction on stage with scenes partners.  

 
TAI.1.13 Strengthen their abilities to think 'on the spot' 

through participation in a range of improvisational 
exercises of varying complexity, collaboratively 
building scenes. 

 
TAI.1.14 Develop vocal range and flexibility through 

exercises on pitch, tone, articulation and 
resonance.   

 
TAI.1.15 Create group tableaux that ‘speak’ through the 

composition.  
 
TAI.1.16 Develop physical awareness and precision through 

exercises of varying complexity in mime. 
 
 
TAI.1.17 Make specific ‘choices’ as regards character 

development. 
 

TAII.1.9 Enhance skills of genuine listening, full 
responsiveness and availability, and being ‘in the 
moment’. 

 
 
TAII.1.10 Participate in improvisations in order to 

experiment and discover possibilities. 
 
 

TAII.1.11 Utilize techniques to ‘free’ their voices, 
exploring tone, pitch, inflection, resonance and 
breath control, in order to expand vocal range, 
flexibility and precision for their 
characterizations. 
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 Singapore American School   High School Theater Curriculum:  Theater Arts I, II and III 

Standard 2: Analyze and Develop Improvised and/or Scripted Scenes 
THEATER ARTS I  (46307) THEATER II (46308) THEATER III (46309) 

Students will be able to: 
 

TAI.2.1 Identify clues relating to characters, goals, tactics 
and conflicts from simple dialogues. 

 
 
 
TAI.2.2 Identify the character’s motivation and objective 

as the spine of the character’s actions.  
 
 
 
 
 
TAI.2.3 Write, block and perform scripts for two to five 

characters, demonstrating their ability to develop 
and resolve a narrative through-line.  

 
TAI.2.4 Demonstrate making justified character ‘choices’ 

based on the character’s motivation. 
 
 
TAI.2.5 Perform a sequence of skill-building exercises 

culminating in an interactive five-actor script, 
developing mastery of each key skill sequentially. 

 
TAI.2.6 Define and use theater terminology while crafting 

characters or offering written/oral critique  
 
TAI.2.7 Identify effective blocking to ‘shows meaning’ 

through movement in the visual unfolding of a 
given scene.  

 
TAI.2.8 Base their scripts on personal experience and 

imagination, developing the writing through 
improvisation. 

 
TAI.2.9 Collaborate to refine the dialogue in original 

scripts, so that it motivates action, and conveys the 
story to an audience. 

 
TAI.2.10 Accept and incorporate constructive criticism, 

using appropriate vocabulary. 

Students will be able to: 
 
TAII.2.1 Understand both the tools for analysis an actor 

uses and the sequential process an actor applies to 
analyze given scripts.  

 
 
TAII.2.2  Understand how to employ technique in developing 

characters in published scenes,  determining the 
character’s overall objective including sub-dividing 
the action into ‘beats’ that chart the character’s 
progress toward the objectives; discovering the 
‘playable’ actions in a text. 

 
TAII.2.3 Analyze, block and perform a variety of 

characterizations from published scripts. 
 
 
TAII.2.4 Regularly collaborate on these scenes to consider 

choices implicit in the text and possibilities for 
staging. 
 

TAII.2.5 Give and receive constructive criticism through 
both discussion and written critiques. 

 
 

 

Students will be able to: 
 
TAIII.2.1 Refine their understanding of the step-by-step, 

sequential breakdown of a text in order to relate 
all elements of character definition and direction 
to the through-line (over-arching goal). 

 
TAIII.2.2 Understand the importance of textual work in 

determining the themes and locating the spine of 
the play that carries these themes. 

 
 
 
 
TAIII.2.3 Appreciate the need to maintain the integrity of 

the play and to reflect it in all aspects of the 
production. 

 
TAIII.2.4 Understand (and justify) the basis of artistic 

decisions made in each stage of planning a 
production. 
 

TAIII.2.5 Defend a personal point of view expressed in 
acting and directing their performance in a 
written critique.  

 
TAIII.2.6 Use acting and directing terminology to analyze, 

evaluate, and interpret meaning in their 
production.  
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 Singapore American School   High School Theater Curriculum:  Theater Arts I, II and III 

Standard 3: Develop Understanding of Performance and Production 
THEATER ARTS I / ACTING ONE (46307) THEATER II / ACTING TWO (46308) THEATER III / ADVANCED ACTING (46309) 

Students will be able to: 
 
TAI.3.1 Create, prepare and perform a wide range of 

short scenes (improvised, original and published), 
with options to direct.  

 
 
 
TAI.3.2 Create, prepare and perform monologues for in 

class performance and critique. 
 
TAI.3.3 Demonstrate familiarity with the terms used to 

delineate the stage areas  
 

 
TAI.3.4 Develop an increasing awareness of the body   

and the voice as expressive instruments that need 
to be warmed-up and ‘tuned’.   

 
TAI.3.5 Use stretching to eliminate tension, develop 

flexibility and connect body, mind and breath.  
 

TAI.3.6 Employ diaphragm breathing to release the voice, 
to generate energy throughout the body and to 
promote concentration. 

 
TAI.3.7 Recognize that theater is an ensemble art, while 

developing communication strategies and 
problem-solving capabilities through 
collaboration.  

 
TAI.3.8 Practice ethical use of available technology and 

resources.  
 
TAI.3.9 Identify the duties of the director and stage 

manager in the production process.  

Students will be able to: 
 
TAII.3.1 Prepare and perform scripted scenes from 

published plays. 
 
 
 
 
TAII.3.2 Collaborate on student directed scenes. 

 
 
TAII.3.3 Exhibit rehearsal discipline and maintain stage 

properties, costumes, equipment and facilities.  
 
 
TAII.3.4 Use gestures, blocking and stage business to 

further their characters' intention.  
 

 
TAII.3.5 Recognize which warm-ups offer them optimum 

preparation for rehearsal and performance.  
 
TAII.3.6 Perform a fully rehearsed and memorized role, 

incorporating suggestions from their (student or 
teacher) director.  

 
TAII.3.7 Demonstrate characterization and justify 

motivations.  
 

 
 
TAII.3.8 Incorporate personal experiences into 

improvisation and play-writing exercises.  
 

TAII.3.9 Evaluate and create written critiques of scenes 
performed (for invited audiences) in the drama 
classroom.  

Students will be able to: 
 
TAIII.3.1 Engage in all stages of transferring a play script 

to the stage (including the dynamics and 
practicalities of rehearsing, blocking, stage 
managing, designing and dressing a set, 
costuming and lighting). 

 
TAIII.3.2 Appreciate the need to integrate thematic 

interpretation with practical staging. 
 
TAIII.3.3 Exhibit independence, discipline and 

commitment to the theater process.  
 
 
TAIII.3.4 Integrate acting skills and techniques 

incorporating voice, movement and analysis in 
the rehearsal process and performance.  

 
TAIII.3.5 Devise warm-ups appropriate to pre-rehearsal 

and performance sessions.  
 
 

TAIII.3.6 Create and sustain multi-dimensional characters, 
initiate artistic choices, listen to other actors and 
respond, and demonstrate self-confidence and 
self-expression. 
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 Singapore American School   High School Theater Curriculum:  Theater Arts I, II and III 

Standard 4: Develop Awareness of Cultural, Historic and Social Context of Theater, Improvisation and/or Plays 

THEATER ARTS I / ACTING ONE (46307) THEATER II / ACTING TWO (46308) THEATER III / ADVANCED ACTING (46309) 

Students will be able to:  
 
TAI.4.1 Understand the defining influence of specific 

environments and social contexts. Prepare a set 
dialogue for varied contexts, showing the many 
adjustments that need to be made.  

 
 
TAI.4.2 Develop an understanding of how these variables 

are part of the character’s foundations – and offer 
many truthful options for developing the scenes. 
 

TAI.4.3 Differentiate acting in live theater from other 
acting (including film and television). 

 
TAI.4.4 Make connections between theater and other 

curricular areas. 
 
 

Students will be able to: 
 
TAII.4.1 Enhance understanding of the social context 

implicit in scenes introduced, along with the 
many variables that provide insight into the 
characters’ external circumstances and inner 
lives. 
 

TAII.4.2 Recognizing 'universal characters' across a range 
of genres (e.g., Commedia dell'Arte). 
 
 

TAII.4.3 Identify characteristics and compare the 
presentation of characters and environments.  

Students will be able to: 
 
TAIII.4.1 Appreciate the defining influence of historical 

and social context.  
 
 
 
 

TAIII.4.2 Make choices accordingly on the time period 
and setting that would best convey the play’s 
central themes to the given audience. 
 

TAIII.4.3 Appreciate that when they choose to alter the 
time period and / or context, they must 
restrict options to what maintains the integrity 
of the play. 

 


