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1 Singapore American School       Social Studies Curriculum:  Grade 3  

Standard 1: HISTORY - Applies historical thinking to understand significant events, ideas, individuals, and 
themes and their connections across time 1 

1.1 Understands historical chronology and concepts of time, continuity and change 

3_1.1.1 Understands that technology was different in the past and continues to change and develop 

3_1.1.2 Uses visual representations such as simple timelines and Venn diagrams, to understand and demonstrate 

changes in technology over time 

 

1.2 Understands and analyzes cause and effect relationships of major historical events 

3_1.2.1 Identifies the purpose and importance of technological developments such as the telephone, printing press, 

internet 

3_1.2.2 Understands the various factors that influence the development and use of technology (e.g., response to a 

need, unintended discovery, innovation)  

3_1.2.3 Understands how significant individuals have influenced the development of technology 

3_1.2.4 Understands and analyzes the pros and cons of technology 

 

1.3 Understands there are multiple perspectives and interpretations of history 

3_1.3.1 Uses multiple sources such as artifacts, photos, and family, to understand and explain changes in technology  

3_1.3.2 Compares information from a variety of perspectives (e.g., grandparent’s compared to grandchild’s perspective 

on technology) 

 

1.4 Uses history to understand the present and plan for the future. 

3_1.4.1 Infers what life would be like without certain technologies and possibilities for future technology 

 

Standard 2: GEOGRAPHY -  Applies a spatial perspective to understand the interrelationships of people, 
places and the environment 

2.1 Understands location, physical and cultural characteristics of places and how they can be represented spatially 

3_2.1.1 Describes a location using continents, oceans, hemispheres, equator, prime meridian and neighboring 

countries  

3_2.1.2 Uses and creates maps to understand and represent a geographic location (e.g., the location of developing 

countries) 

3_2.1.3 Understands maps provide different kinds of information such as population, resources 

 

2.2 Understands human interaction with the environment 

3_2.2.1 Understands that the extent of development within a geographic location can affect how we live 

 

2.3 Understands the geographic context of global issues and events 

3_2.3.1 Understands the geographic contexts (e.g., developing countries) where people face issues such as 
hunger, illiteracy, limited access to clean water 

 

  

                                                           
1
 In addition to specific social studies skills articulated in the standards and outcomes, students will draw on a range of cross-disciplinary 

proficiencies such as literacy, numeracy, research and 21
st

 century skills. (See Social Studies Skills and Strategies Overview for detail.) 
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2 Singapore American School       Social Studies Curriculum:  Grade 3  

Standard 3: CIVICS - Applies understanding of rights and responsibilities, laws, and government for 
developing civic responsibility toward local and global issues 

3.1 Understands key civic ideals and principles and roles, rights and responsibilities of citizenship 

3_3.1.1 Understands the purpose and ideals of the UN Declaration of the Rights of the Child 

 

3.2 Understands the purposes, organization, and function of rules, laws, governments, and political systems 

3_3.2.1 Understands that rules and laws can serve to protect individual rights 

3_3.2.2 Understands the consequences when rules or laws don’t exist (e.g., children might not get an education; 

children might be forced to work) 

 

3.3 Understands the purposes and organization of relationships between countries 

3_3.3.1 Knows the basic purpose of the United Nations 

 

3.4 Understands civic involvement 

3_3.4.1 Understands and demonstrate ways to make a positive difference in the lives of others 

3_3.4.2 Empathizes with people who struggle to satisfy their needs (e.g. people in leprosy home, with disabilities) 

 

Standard 4: ECONOMICS - Applies understanding of economic concepts to analyze economic activity and 
decision-making 

4.1 Understands that people have to make economic choices and evaluate the outcomes of those choices 

3_4.1.1 Understands the factors that determine how we satisfy our needs 

3_4.1.2 Identifies costs and benefits in making decisions (e.g., raising a farm animal) 

 

4.2 Understands concepts and function of economic systems 

3_4.2.1 Analyze whether different countries are developed or developing 

3_4.2.2 Compare and contrast ways people in developed and developing countries satisfy their needs and explain 

reasons for differences 

3_4.2.3 Explain reasons why certain forms of aid are better than others (e.g., sustainability) 

 

4.3 Understands the government’s role in the economy 

Introduced in Grade 5 
 
 
 

4.4 Understands the economic issues and problems that all societies face 

3_4.4.1 Understands that the world’s resources are not distributed equally 

3_4.4.2 Understands that inequalities exist between rich and poor which can unfairly limit people’s ability to meet 

their basic needs 

 

 

 


