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1   Singapore American School        High School Theater Curriculum:  Theater Improvisation 

Standard 1: Develop Basic Acting Skills to Portray Characters Who Interact in Improvised 
and/or Scripted Scenes 

Grades 9-12  

Students will be able to: 
 
TI.1.1 Use a simple range of movement to differentiate one character from another. 
 
TI.1.2 Use vocal techniques (e.g., enunciation, pronunciation, rate, rhythm, tempo, tone, projection, pitch, 

volume) to create believable characters.  
 
TI.1.3 Demonstrate mental, emotional, and physical attributes (e.g., imagination, sensory recall, concentration, 

breath and vocal control, blocking, body language) to create a character.  
 
TI.1.4 Support the relationships with other characters within a scene. 
 
TI.1.5 Invent characters and articulate and justify their motivation/s while "thinking on their feet". 
 
TI.1.6 Interact as invented characters, in any suggested (given) venue. 

 

Standard 2: Analyze and Develop Improvised and/or Scripted Scenes 

Grades 9-12  

Students will be able to: 
 
TI.2.1 Identify the basic elements underlying comic scenes (e.g., momentum, arrests, mechanical inelasticity, 

types, repetition, the Rule of Threes, comic reversal, exaggeration and understatement. 
 

TI.2.2 Develop scenes employing these basic elements. 
 
TI.2.3 Identify the comic character traits (e.g., self-ignorance, funny faces, social ineptitude, physical gestures, 

automatism, vice, innocence, obsession, vanity, professional solemnity and absentmindedness. 
 
TI.2.4 Develop scenes employing these character traits. 
 

Standard 3: Develop Understanding of Performance and Production 

Grades 9-12 

Students will be able to: 
 
TI.3.1 Demonstrate the appropriate handle during performance (handles based on genres, verbal handles, and 

physical handles). 
 

TI.3.2 Demonstrate the "5 Rules" of Improvisation (regarding denial, open-ended questions, trying to be funny, 
making your partner look good, and telling a story with a beginning, middle and end). 

 
TI.3.3 Employ techniques such improvisation tactics during performance (e.g., status exchange, tilts, chivalry 

and acceptance of offers). 
 
TI.3.4 Employ visual principals (e.g., balance, emphasis and unity) and aural qualities (e.g., pitch, tempo and 

expression). 
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2   Singapore American School        High School Theater Curriculum:  Theater Improvisation 

Standard 4: Develop Awareness of Cultural, Historic and Social Context of Theater, 
Improvisation, and/or Plays 

Grades 9-12  

Students will be able to: 
 
TI.4.1 Identify the roots of modern improvisation in Commedia Dell'Arte. 

 
TI.4.2 Identify its reappearance (1920s) and early artists (e.g., Viola Spolin, Paul Sills, Del Close).  
 
TI.4.3 Identify modern/contemporary improvisational artists (e.g., Keith Johnstone, Improv Everywhere, 

Theatresports, Second City). 
 

 


