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STANDARD 1:   COMMUNICATION -  Communicate in Spanish 

1.1 Interpersonal Communication – Engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 
emotions, and exchange opinions. 

1.1.1 Exchange spoken and written information and ideas in Spanish showing some originality and spontaneity, 
utilizing cultural references where appropriate. 

a. Express needs and desires. 
b. Share feelings and emotions. 
c. Exchange opinions and preferences. 
d. Give descriptions on a wide range of familiar topics. 
e. Give and follow detailed directions and instructions. 
f. Ask simple questions and provide responses on various topics and events from a variety of sources. 

 

1.1.2 Initiate, sustain and close oral and written exchanges in Spanish applying familiar vocabulary and structures to 
new situations. 

a. Participate in extended oral and simple written exchanges. 
b. Exchange information on familiar topics through various media. 
c. Use paraphrasing, some circumlocution and body language to convey and comprehend messages. 
d. Self-correct without prompting. 
e. Demonstrate Intermediate Low proficiency in oral exchanges with respect to proper pronunciation, intonation 

and mechanical accuracy and Novice High proficiency in written exchanges with respect to mechanical accuracy. 

1.2 Interpretive Communication - Understand and interpret spoken and written Spanish on a variety of familiar 
topics, including authentic materials. 

1.2.1 Understand spoken and written Spanish on newly acquired and familiar topics presented through a variety of 
media. 

a. Identify main idea and supporting details from a variety of sources. 
b. Understand culturally authentic materials and information. 
c. Understand age-appropriate current events and issues presented through print and electronic media. 
d. Follow instructions and directions given in Spanish. 
e. Demonstrate Intermediate Low/Mid proficiency in listening and Novice High/Intermediate Low proficiency in 

reading. 
 

1.2.2 Interpret verbal and non-verbal cues to understand spoken and written messages in Spanish. 
a. Differentiate among increasingly complex statements, questions and exclamations. 
b. Interpret basic gestures, body language and intonation that clarify a message. 
c. Transfer prior knowledge of basic text structures from L1 to infer meaning. 

1.3 Presentational Communication – Convey information, concepts and ideas to listeners or readers for a variety of 
purposes. 

1.3.1 Present information orally and in writing using familiar and newly acquired vocabulary, phrases and patterns 
in increasingly complex sentences and strings of sentences. 

a. Communicate about main ideas and supporting details from a variety of authentic language sources. 
b. Produce brief oral and written presentations using visual and technological support as appropriate. 
c. Demonstrate Intermediate Low proficiency in oral presentations with respect to pronunciation, intonation and 

mechanical accuracy and Novice High proficiency in written presentations with respect to mechanical accuracy. 
 

1.3.2 Present rehearsed, unrehearsed as well as spontaneous materials, including culturally authentic stories, 
poems and/or skits in Spanish. 

a. Present culturally authentic poetry, skits or stories. 
b. Present original poetry, skits or stories in Spanish, supported by visuals and/or technology, as appropriate. 
c. Apply gestures, facial and voice expression in a natural way to reflect and enhance meaning. 
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STANDARD 2:  CULTURE  - Gain Knowledge and Understand  Other Cultures 

2.1 Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and perspectives of Spanish cultures. 

2.1.1 Understand and discuss practices, products and perspectives of the cultures where Spanish is spoken and how 
they are interrelated. 

a. Discuss common customs, traditions and realities relating to daily life as well as celebrations. 
b. Demonstrate understanding of cultural events.  
c. Investigate the influence of geography in the development of cultural practices in Spanish. 

 

STANDARD 3:  CONNECTIONS  - Connect with Other Disciplines and Acquire Information 

3.1 Reinforce and further their knowledge of the other disciplines through the study of Spanish. 

3.1.1 Reinforce and broaden knowledge of connections between Spanish and other subject areas including language 
arts, science, history, social science, mathematics, physical education, health and/or the arts. 

a. Relate topics studied in other subject areas to those studied in Spanish class. 
 

STANDARD 4:  COMPARISONS  - Develop Insight into the Nature of Language and Culture  

4.1 Demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through comparisons Spanish language and their own. 

4.1.1 Strengthen knowledge of the English language through the study and analysis of increasingly complex elements 
of Spanish. 

a. Demonstrate understanding that language and meaning do not transfer directly from one language to another. 
b. Demonstrate understanding that vocabulary and syntax usage in English differ from those of Spanish. 

 

4.2  Demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of Spanish cultures and their own. 

4.2.1 Investigate similarities and differences that exist between Spanish culture(s) and the student’s own culture. 
a. Recognize some similarities and differences in community life between the two cultural systems. 
b. Recognize some similarities and differences in how certain holidays are celebrated in the two cultural systems. 

 

STANDARD 5:  COMMUNITIES  - Participate in Multilingual Communities beyond the Classroom 

5.1 Use Spanish both within and beyond the school. 

5.1.1 Improve Spanish language skills and expand cultural understanding by accessing information beyond the 
classroom setting. 

a. Extend Spanish language skills and cultural knowledge through the use of media, entertainment and technology, 
in age-appropriate ways. 

b. Use resources in Spanish, such as individuals and organizations accessible through the community or Internet, to 
reinforce basic language and cultural knowledge. 
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World Languages Kindergarten-Grade 5 Curriculum:   Spanish Level 3 
 
At the end of Level Three language, students will evidence the following abilities in Spanish: 
 
[Descriptors for proficiency levels are adapted from the Proficiency Guidelines of the American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL)] 
 
 
Listening 

Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid 

- Understands familiar questions, commands and 
statements in a limited number of content areas. 

- Understands questions and statements in new 
content areas with strong contextual support. 

- Follows information that is being given at a fairly 
normal rate. 

- Understands most sentence-length speech in 
new contexts at a normal rate of speech 
although slow-downs may be necessary for 
unfamiliar topics. 

- Carries out commands. 

 
 

Speaking 

Intermediate Low 

Growing ability to: 

 describe 

 narrate 

 answer questions 

 ask questions 

 using sentences, strings of sentences and sentence connectors 
 

- Has basic vocabulary for making statements and asking questions to satisfy basic social and academic needs, 
but not for explaining or elaborating on them. 

- Use of some native language is common when vocabulary is lacking. 

- Can maintain simple conversations at the sentence level by creating with the language, although in a 
restrictive and reactive manner. 

- Handles a limited number of everyday social and subject content interactions. 

- Uses a variety of common verbs in present tense (formations may be inaccurate) in sentences. 

- Other verb tenses/forms may appear but are not frequent. 

- The listener may be confused by this speech due to the many grammatical inaccuracies. 
 
 

Reading 

Novice High Intermediate Low 

- Understands fully, and with relative ease, key words 
and cognates, as well as formulaic phrases across a 
range of highly contextualized texts.   

- Where vocabulary has been learned, understands 
predictable language and messages such as those 
found in daily environmental print. 

- Derives meaning from short, non-complex texts that 
convey basic information for which there is 
contextualized or extra-linguistic support. 

- Understand some information from the 
simplest connected texts dealing with a 
limited number of personal and social needs, 
although there may be frequent 
misunderstandings.   
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Writing 

Novice High 

Minimal ability to 
 describe 
 narrate 
 answer questions 
 ask questions 
 using sentences, strings of sentences and sentence connectors 

 

- Uses vocabulary from everyday topics and subject area content to provide basic information  

- Uses memorized expressions with ease and accuracy. 

- Successfully produces sentence-length information but cannot sustain sentence-level writing when it is 
called for. 

- Sentences may not always contain the proper verb formations and other grammatical inaccuracies may be 
present, but these inaccuracies generally do not impede communication of the message. 

- May revert to the use of English when foreign language words cannot be retrieved or when the student 
attempts to produce language with unfamiliar topics. 

 

 

 

 


