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Standard 1: HISTORY - Applies historical thinking to understand significant events, ideas, individuals, and 
themes and their connections across time 1  

1.1 Understands historical chronology and concepts of time, continuity and change 

4_1.1.1 Understands that regions were different in the past and continue to change and develop 

4_1.1.2 Uses visual representations such as timelines and diagrams, to understand and demonstrate changes to a 
region over time 

 

1.2 Understands and analyzes cause and effect relationships of major historical events 

4_1.2.1 Identifies and explains reasons why regions, such as oceans and rainforests, change 
 

1.3 Understands there are multiple perspectives and interpretations of history 

4_1.3.1 Uses multiple sources to understand and support conclusions about changes in regions. (e.g., predictions 
about environmental damage) 

4_1.3.2 Understands that people view regions from different perspectives (e.g., loggers and indigenous people) 
 

1.4 Uses history to understand the present and plan for the future 

4_1.4.1 Understands that what happened in a region in the past impacts the present and future 
 

Standard 2: GEOGRAPHY -  Applies a spatial perspective to understand the interrelationships of people, 
places and the environment 

2.1 Understands location, physical and cultural characteristics of places and how they can be represented spatially 

4_2.1.1 Describes the location of regions with reference to continents, oceans, hemispheres, equator, and 
neighboring countries  

4_2.1.2 Uses maps to understand and represent the geographical locations of regions with a focus on oceans and 
rainforests 

4_2.1.3 Understands the unique physical features, types of resources, climate, flora and fauna of oceans and 
rainforests 

4_2.1.4 Knows the indigenous people inhabiting various regions 
 

2.2 Understands human interaction with the environment 

4_2.2.1 Understands that societies have been formed and shaped by their environment (e.g., its physical 
characteristics, climate, resources) 

4_2.2.2 Understands how people adapt and respond to changes in their environment 

4_2.2.3 Analyzes whether the actions of people and organizations have a positive or negative effect on the 
environment 

2.3 Understands the geographic context of global issues and events 

4_2.3.1 Understands that what happens within a region can have global consequences  

4_2.3.2 Explains how learning about oceans and rainforests helps us understand related global issues (e.g., over use of 
resources) 
 

                                                 
1
 In addition to specific social studies skills articulated in the standards and outcomes, students will draw on a range of cross-disciplinary 

proficiencies such as literacy, numeracy, research and 21
st

 century skills. [See Social Studies Skills and Strategies Overview for detail.] 
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Standard 3: CIVICS - Applies understanding of rights and responsibilities, laws, and government for 
developing civic responsibility toward local and global issues 

3.1 Understands key civic ideals and principles and roles, rights and responsibilities of citizenship 

4_3.1.1 Understands our responsibilities as global citizens to protect the environment 
 

3.2 Understands the purposes, organization, and function of rules, laws, governments, and political systems 

4_3.2.1 Understands why we have rules and laws relating to the environment 

3.3 Understands the purposes and organization of relationships between countries 

4_3.3.1 Understands the role of international treaties and organizations in promoting stewardship of global resources 
and regions (e.g., UNESCO) 

3.4 Understands civic involvement 

4_3.4.1 Understands that through civic participation people can be a force of change for environmental issues (e.g., 

taking direct action or raising awareness) 

4_3.4.2 Understands that civic participation requires individuals to make informed and reasoned decisions by 

accessing and using information effectively 

 

 Standard 4: ECONOMICS - Applies understanding of economic concepts to analyze economic activity and 
decision-making 

4.1 Understands that people have to make economic choices and evaluate the consequences of those choices 

4_4.1.1 Identifies how people use the resources of a region to meet their needs and wants 

4_4.1.2 Analyzes the costs and benefits of using a region’s resources (e.g., fishing provides food but depletes fish 

populations) 

 

4.2 Understands concepts and function of economic systems 

4_4.2.1 Understands the production, distribution and consumption of ocean and rainforest resources (e.g., oil, 
medicines, timber) 

4.3 Understands the government’s role in the economy 

Introduced in Grade 5 

4.4 Understands the economic issues and problems that all societies face 

4_4.4.1 Understands that issues and problems can arise in regions as a result of competing economic interests       
(e.g., loggers, fishers) 

 

 

 


