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Standard 1:  Pinyin (Chinese Phonetics) & Character Recognition  

Student will develop their character recognition skills and use the Chinese phonetic system – Pinyin as a tool to assist 
their learning of the language. 

Student will be able to: 

1.1 Use pinyin as a tool to learn new words and phrases.  

1.2 Use word process to type Chinese characters on computer with Pinyin as input.  

1.3 Read on sight frequently used characters from the level-specific reading books. 

1.4 Read on sight and write independently all the characters required for the level. 

1.5 Read and write frequently used phrases correctly and to use the phrases properly in speaking and writing. 

1.6 Identify and name the common radicals and to understand the associated meaning of each radical. 

1.7 Apply the skills gained in recognizing radicals to identify new characters. 

 

Standard 2: Vocabulary Extension, Sentence Construction, Punctuation & Grammatical Awareness 

Student will extend their oral and written vocabulary and learn to construct grammatically correct and meaningful 
sentences with correct punctuation. 

Student will be able to: 

2.1 Master new vocabulary from reading materials related to particular topics covered in class. 

2.2 Recognize punctuation, periods and question mark, and to name them correctly. 

2.3 Begin using periods to demarcate sentences and using question marks to demarcate questions. 

2.4 Make corrections to text when it does not make sense with guidance. 

2.5 Draw on grammatical awareness and read with appropriate expression and intonation, especially when reading 
to others. 

2.6 Develop skills of writing simple sentences, and to check for coherence with guidance, e.g., by checking for 
missing words or incorrect word order. 

2.7 Become familiar with a number of synonyms and antonyms. 

2.8 Construct both simple and complex sentences to convey meaning using basic patterns as modeled in the text or 

by the teacher, e.g., simple sentence patterns as: “--- bi 比--- (comparison 比较句)”, and “--- shi 是---haishi 还是

--- (choice 选择句)”; “yin wei 因为--- sou yi 所以--- (cause/effect 因果复句).” 

 

Standard 3: Listening Comprehension & Speaking 

Student will comprehend oral messages delivered by a native speaker, respond orally in meaningful responses, to 
present information and to express his/her opinion or ideas with fluency and accuracy in terms of words choice, 
sentence structure, and organization of the ideas. 

Student will be able to: 

3.1 Listen to and comprehend simple stories by answering related questions. 

3.2 Tell stories according to a set of pictures or illustrations. 

3.3 Answer questions related to the main content of stories relayed via video media. 

3.4 Listen to instructions and be able to follow them. 

 

  



             Singapore American School          World Languages Curriculum:   Chinese Near-Native, Grade 3 

Based on and adapted from the SAS World Languages Curriculum approved by the SAS Board of Governors, November 22, 2011  

2 

Standard 4:  Reading Comprehension 

Student will read written messages or stories and demonstrate his/her comprehension by summarizing the main ideas 
or answering related questions. 

Student will be able to: 

4.1 Predict and check meaning of unfamiliar words and phrases in context. 

4.2 Identify and discuss main figures in a story, evaluate their behaviors and make personal comments about them, 
justifying the personal point of view. 

4.3 Summarize the main idea of the written text they read and answer related questions. 

 

Standard 5:  Composition 

Students will compose written texts to convey meaningful messages with correct grammatical structures in a variety of 
styles to serve specific purposes. 

Student will be able to: 

5.1 Construct meaningful and complete sentences using the learned words. 

5.2 Write a short paragraph to describe some familiar incidents related to personal experiences using a given format 
and borrowing language from a variety of familiar texts. 

5.3 Make simple lists for planning or for reminders. 

5.4 Write a note or an invitation with the length of about 80-120 words to convey a meaningful message. 

 

Standard 6:  Understanding Chinese Culture 

Students will demonstrate his/her awareness and appreciation of the Chinese culture by applying Chinese language 
skills and behave appropriately in social settings. 

Student will be able to: 

6.1 Use culturally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic expressions as modeled by the teacher in social 
settings. 

6.2 Become familiar with appropriate social manners in certain social sessions (e.g., traditional table 
manner.) 

6.3 Identify the basic similarities and differences between the Chinese culture and the culture of their 
own. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


